may be shriven of it until he meekly acknowledges
it. After this, then comes swearing, which is expressly
against the commandment o£ God; and this comes
often of anger and ire. God says: "Thou shalt not
take the name of the Lord thy God in vain." Also,
Our Lord Jesus Christ says, through Saint Matthew:
"Nolite iurare omnino: neither by Heaven; for it is
God's throne: nor by the earth; for it is His foot-
stool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the
great King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head,
because thou canst not make one hair white or black:
but let your communication be, yea, yea, nay, nay;
for whatsoever is more than these, cometh of evil."
For Christ's sake, swear not so sinfully, thus dismem-
bering Christ by soul, heart, bones, and body. For
indeed it seems that you think that the cursed Jews
did not dismember enough the precious body of
Christ, since you dismember Him even more. And
if it be that the law compel you to swear, then be
governed by the rule of the law in your swearing, as
Jeremiah says, quarto capitulo: "lurabis, in veritate,
in indicia et in iustida: thou shalt swear, the Lord
liveth, in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness/*
That is to say, you shall swear truth, for every lie is
against Christ. For Christ is utter truth. And think
well on this, that every great swearer, not by law
compelled to swear, the plague will not depart from
his house while he continues to indulge in such for-
bidden swearing. You shall swear for the sake of
justice also, when you are constrained by your judge
to bear witness to the truth. Also, you shall swear
not for envy, nor for favour, nor for reward, but
for righteousness; for the declaring of it to the
honour of God and the helping of your fellow Chris-
tian. And therefore, every man that takes God's name
in vain, or falsely swears by word of mouth, or takes
upon him the name of Christ that he may be called
a Christian man, and who lives not in accordance
with Christ's example of living and with His teach-
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